But if a trades union is to raise the average wage, these men must either be forced to join the union and demand the union wages, or they must in some way be suppressed. This is a hard necessity, but it is fundamental. No trades union ever did or ever will exercise a really control, ling influence over wages in the presence of free labour unless it can invent ways of rendering the employment of such labour difficult and not worth while.
Hence many things are done which it is difficult to condone, and we are afraid that if medical men are bent upon a strike they also will have to do many things which, however little contrary to morals they may be, will be sadly contrary to professional traditions.
Not that we blame them. and this ought to be sufficient to condemn the system.
